Influenza vaccination among persons with chronic respiratory diseases: coverage, related factors and time-trend, 1993-2001.
Influenza vaccination has shown itself to be effective in reducing morbidity and mortality in patients with underlying chronic respiratory diseases. This study sought to: (1) estimate influenza vaccination coverage among asthma and chronic bronchitis sufferers; (2) ascertain which variables were associated with vaccination; and (3) analyse the time-trend in coverage between 1993 and 2001. This was a descriptive study covering the 2611 subjects included in the 1993, 1995, 1997 and 2001 Spanish National Health Surveys who reported suffering from asthma or chronic bronchitis. Vaccination coverage was calculated for each year and the influence of socio-demographic and health-related variables analysed. Using logistic regression, we assessed which of the variables had an independent effect on vaccination, and analysed the time-trend. The proportions of vaccinated subjects in 1993, 1995-1997 and 2001 were 44.7%, 45.6% and 44.4%, respectively. Variables that increased the likelihood of having been vaccinated were: higher age, presence of another concomitant chronic disease, poor perception of health, non-smoker status, and being married. There was no significant variation in coverage over the study period. Influenza vaccination coverage among Spanish asthma and/or chronic bronchitis sufferers is below desirable levels and showed no improvement over the period 1993-2001. Implementation of strategies to improve coverage is necessary.